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       Expert Perspectives Literature

Critical Review 1
Racism and Police Brutality in America. Journal of African American Studies. (Chaney, C & Robertson, R, 2013).  

        Contrary to popular beliefs, police violence is not a new concept in the United States. It started in the 1830s after African Americans became targets alongside European immigrants who were being targeted by modern policing institutions operating in the northern cities. Since then, the situation has worsened especially for the black people who have been incarcerated, killed, and some made physically handicapped under the hands of police officers (Chaney & Robertson, 2013). After the end of the slavery era, the black people started demonstrating as they fought for equal rights as their white counterparts to no avail as they became targets of police violence until 1900. The Civil Rights Era was no different but rather characterized by more police brutality where civilians were viewed as the enemy and were punished in the most inhumane ways by police officers. For instance, police officers dealing with African protestors would use fierce police dogs and fire hoses to scatter the protestors even when they held peaceful sit-ins. Although these peaceful sit-ins were non-threatening to the peace of the community, the aggressive tactics by police officers were always present thus publicizing police brutality (Chaney & Robertson, 2013).

    This literature was relevant to this study for the following reasons:
1.	Explains how African Americans became targets of violence in the 1800s
2.	Elaborates on all the aggressive tactics used by police officers against civilians
3.	Explains how excessive use of force by police officers when dealing with civilians has escalated over time
4.	The racial bias nature of police violence 

